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SYNOPSIS

At the beginning of this thesis, an introductory
gection sets out the major themes. This is followed by a
 gketch of the political and administrative history of
Ilorin, providing background information.

Chapter One deals with the trading activities of
Ilorin in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, having
regard to continuities between llorin and 0ld Oyo, trade
routes, the means by which Ilorin made its profits, the
commodities of trade and the eventual decline of the llorin
entrepot. -

Chapter Two deals with the bead industry of Ilorin,

tracing its nineteenth century prosperity and twentlieth
century collapse., Attention is paid, in this and other
chapters on industries, to origins, personnel, organisation

and trade.
Chapter Three examines the men's weaving industry of
Ilorin in the nineteenth and twentieth centuriles.

Chapter Four provides a survey of the women's pottery
industry, including its twentieth century expansion,

Chapter Five examines the agricultural metropolitan
districts around Ilorin Town, including dates of settlement,
administrative organisation, the nlneteenth century use of



slaves and the underdevelopment of these districts in the

twentlieth century.
In conclusion, the major themes of rise and decline,

and of Ilorin's middleman role, are re-examined.

approx. 90,000 words,
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USE OF NON-ENGLISH WORDS

Names of towns, districts, compounds, titles and
titlebholders have been given in anglicised form. Correct
current orthogfaphy, however, has where possible been used
for other non-English words, especially technical terms.

The English plural suffix has been generally used, in

the interests of clarity, except in the case of the names
of ethnic groups.
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INTRODUCTION

This thesis attempts a survey of some of the most
important aspects of the economy of lIlorin, both in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The aspects surveyed
are, first, the involvement of llorin Town in long-distance
trade; second, its major industries, namely the production
of lantana beads, narrow-loom cloth, and pottery; and
third, the agricultural hinterland of the town, termed by
colonial administrators the "metropolitan districts".

The initial general impression gained by a student of
the Ilorin economy is one of great importance and prosperity
in the nineteenth century, followed by a marked decline
~and failure to redevelop during the colonial period. A
major theme of this thesis, therefore, is an examination
of this inmpression, with respect to the three aspects named
above. Of particular importance to an uﬁderstanding of the
prosperity and decline of Ilorin is its commitment to the
role of intermediary; a role which is examined in the
chapters on trade and on the metropolitan districts,

Further themes and areas of concentration include,
for example, the extent of economic continulties, in terms
of trade and industry, between 01d Oyo and Ilorin; the
role of the slave trade, slaves and other dependants in
the Ilorin economy; the part played, and the rewards gained,
by various members of the llorin elite; and the similarities
and differences between the major industrial groups.



- Prior to a discussion of th;se various themes, a
brief outline of the political and adminlistrative history
of Ilorin provides necessary background information and
an introduction to some of the names and terms most

frequently utilised in the main body of the text.




THE HISTORY OF ILORIN: A POLITICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE
OUTLINE

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, Ilorin
was at most a small town. JIn the early years of that cen-

tury, the town was in the charge of Afonja, who was also
the Are Ona Kakanfo of 014 Oyo. Probably his family had

been in control in llorin for several generations before.
Afonja revolted against the alafin, and disaffected Yoruba,

also Hausa and Fulani began to flock to the town. Afonja

is said to have called in Mallam Alimi, a Fulani Muslim
reformer, for aid. Later, Afonja lost control of the forces
gathered in Ilorin, and was overthrown and killed. A Fulani
dynasty was set up, and Ilorin became an emirate within

the Fulani Empire, under Gwandu.l The office of émir

1. Two very similar accounts of the history of llorin

at this and later periods are given by H. Hermon-
Hodge, Gazetteer of Ilorin Province (London: Allen
and Unw d 9 Mas 9 ppo > 4 and Sede HOSben and A.H.H.
Kirk-Greene, The Emirates of Northern Nigeria (London:
Oxford Unlversity Press, 1l966), pPp.ct

A further account of the nineteenth and twentlieth
century history of Ilorin, drawing on various sources,
including Hermon-Hodge and Johnson (see below), is given
by Samuel Ojo, A Short History of Ilorin (Shaki, W,
Nigeria: Atoro o other, w a Fulani bias, is
the History of ilorin compiled by M. Sulu, Native Courts
Registrar, 15/10/53, pp.1-9, in RH Mss. Afr., s.1210,
C.W. Michie, Political Situation in Northern Provinces
and History of Ilorin. The pro-Fulanl bias in this
account is clear not only from the authorship (M, Sulu,
who collected the material and compiled the account, is
now Alh., Sulu Gembari, Emir of Ilorin), but also from
internal evidence. -

Material on the Afonja period and Fulani conquest
of Ilorin, from the viewpoint of Oyo, may be found in




rotated between the descendants of Abdusalami and Shita,
two sons of Malam Alimi. Two other sons of Alimi were said

to have preferred territorial aggrandisement to succession

to the throne; and were given land and the titles of Basambo

and Shiaba. 1

llorin Town under the Fulanl dynasty was divided up
into five wards for purposes of administration, One, the
Emir's Ward, was administered by the Magajil Gari,2 an offi-
clal who was also the emir's intermediary in relations with
his overlord in ¢.'$*v,te.z:1<3l.1;u..3 The other four wards were placed
under baloguns, or war-lords, representing the varioﬁs
ethnic groups in the Ilorin population: +these are Baloguns
Fulani, Gambari (Hausa), Ajikodbi (Yo_ru‘ba), and Alanamu
(Yoruba). Each of these wards was divided into sub-wards,

Samuel Johnson, The History of the Yorubas, ed. O
Johnson (Lagos: M.S. Bookshops, lC s, Chapters
6 and 7. A more recent and more critical account of
the same periods is given by Robin Law, The Old Oyo

77y, !H“,

g J
ElnEire C +1600=~C 01826 (oxford= Q.U P, 9 1
pLoer .

l. On these two other sons, see Hermon-Hodge, p.65; Hogben
and Kirk-Greene, p.288. Also see Peter C. Lloyd, The
Political Development of Yoruba Kingdoms the Eight-
eenth and Nineteenth Centuries (London: Royal Anthro-
pologica astitute, 1S s De&le

NAK Ilorprof 5 D 3640, Ilorin Town General Notes on by
G.R. Osborn, 1928, and Addendum, 1939 (in same file),

para.2.

3. Lloyd, p.42; S.A. Balogun, "Gwandu Emirates in the
Nineteenth Century with Specific Reference to Politiecal
Relations: 1817-1903" (Ph.D. thesis, University of Ibadan,
1971), p.391. For another role of the Magaji Gari, see
RH Mss. Afr. 8.121Q, Political Situation, M, Sulu‘'s
History, POBO |

2e




Ajikobi Ward, for example, including Ajikobi, Ojuekun, Ogidi,
Oloje and Zarumi Sub-Wards.l Sub=-Ward chiefs, generally
known as maga;jis,2 were placed in charge of these, under the
various baloguns. Some members of the Yoruba population, it
may be noted, were placed in wards other than those contro-
lled by the Yoruba baloguns. Ibagun Sub-Ward, though Yoruba
in population, was included in Gambari Ward., Idiape area,
home of the family of Afonja, was included in the Emir's
ward. '

Although they were given no territorial Jjurisdiction in
the town, the descendants of Afon:jé. and his brother were
given the titles of MagaJi Arez' and Baba Isaleq' respectively.
In the nineteenth century, these two were regarded as offi-
cials of the emir's hcmse}:u'::ld,5 together with other officials

le For a 1list of the sub-wards in each ward in 1922, see
eg. Table 1, Ped, | |

2. The word magaji, while commonly used for & head of a

descent group, properly refers to a person ennobled by
the emir or one of the baloguns with the gift of a horse
and sword, Lloyd, p.42.

2. This title contains one element of Afonja's title of Are
Ona Kakanfo.

4, According to R.C. Abrahams (Dictionary of Modern Yoruba
(London, etc: Hodder and Stoughton, 2nd Edition 19637,
P.92), this title is given to an elder brother who ren-
ounces his rights and allows his younger brother to
become chief:; in this connection, it may be noted that
according to Lloyd (pp.42-43), Afonja's brother was the
ruler of Ilorin before his own arrival,

5. G.B. Haddon-Smith, Interior Mission to Yorubaland 1893:
Extracts from the Diary of G.B. Haddon-Smith, Political
Officer, Foreign and Commonwealth Office Library,
London, Notes on Ilorin,



such as the Sarkin Dogari, a slave who was variously des-
cribed as "prime minister" and "jailer and chief executioner“,l
the Sarkin Baraji, head of the palace guard,2 and the Balo-
gun Afin, head of the emir's slaves.3

Apart from the various titleholders mentioned above, a
number of others may be mentioned. These included the Sarkin

Gambari and the Sarkin Goblr, both of whom had been important

4

in the early years of Fulani conquest and rule, and who

were included in Gambari Ward; and the various ajias, ajia
being a title given to slaves who had distinguished themsel-
ves in war. Most of the more famous ajias of the nineteenth

century, it is said, seem to have been slaves of the em:!.r...5

The town of Ilorin swelled with immigrants from the

l. Ibid; Bowen Papers, Ogbomosho Baptist Seminary Roberson
Collection, vol.l, p.38, Bowen Journal 22/4/55: Robert
Campbell, A Pilgrimage to My Motherland. An Account of
a Journey among the Egbas and Yorubas of Central Africa
859=-6( ondon: W.Jeo JOhnson 860 ’ eOl3 4VADN Db,
usta a A Political History of ilorin in the Nineteenth
Century" (M.Fhil. thesis, University of Ibadan, 1978),
P.103, citing an interview with the Emir., Another
official, however, was sometimes named as the executioner

(see eg. Bowen Papers reference, above).

2. Mustain, pp.95, 103, citing interviews with the Emir.
In 1927 the same official was referred to as the "thief
catcher" (NAI CSO 26/3 12687 vol.5, IPAR 1927, para.29.

5. NAX Ilorprof 4/1 29/1922, IPAR 1921, no.92, para.30;
RH Mss., Afr., s8.1210, Political Situation, M. Sulu's
HiStory’ p.B. I

4, See eg. Hermon-Hodge, pp.65-66; 0jo, pp.23-24; Hogben
and Kirk-Greene, p.288.

5. Lloyd, p.42. See also Appendix %o Chapter 5, pp.336,
337. But they do not seem to have been slaves in every
case. See NAK Ilorprof 4/1 829A/1917, Ilorin Emirate
E;oggani:ation of Districts, Unsalaried Owners of Titles

or P




north-western parts of the 0l1ld Oyo Empire, and with slaves
from various areas. The majority of its people were of
Yoruba origin.

Ilorin began to spread its power into the areas surroun-
ding the town. The lands immediately around were given out
by successive emirs, as what the British administration later
described as fiefs, to chiefs and favourites in llorin, who
often gave them out again to other sub-holdera. Some people
were settled on these lands, and others went out dally from
the town, to provide food for 1its inhabitants.l

In the nineteenth century the town prospered owing to
its trading potision, to its thriving luxur_y _indpstries, and
to slave capture, utilisatio;and- sale, Helped by their
opportunities for economic gain, the baloguns gradually

gained more and more power, until by the end of the century
they had the emirs at their mercy.z

Ilorin was conquered in 1897 by Goldie and the Royal
Niger Company, and later incorporated ;Lnto British Northern
Nigeria. During the years that followed the takeover it

became clear that Ilorin's days as a major economic power

l, On fiefs and fiefholding, see Chapter 5, pp.221-28,

2. On the position of the emirs at the end of the century,
see Hermon-Hodge, pp.73-74, 77; Hogben and Kirk-Greene,
pp.298-99, 301; Lloyd, p.45; RH Mss, Afr, s.1210,
Political Situwation, M. Sulu's History, p.7.



were over. Politically, however, the emirs (that is, the
emirs of the Abdusalaml house, who have practically monopo-
lized the office during the twentieth century, at the expense
of the descendants of Shita)l recovered and continued to
retain a great deal of power under the Native Authority
system, In addition, during the colonial period, the Afonja
family regalned some of their influence, with the two Afonja
titleholders being placed on the Emir's Council in 1913,°

and a new ward, carved out of the Emir's and other wards,

being created for the Magajli Are in 1939..3

The fiefholders of the lands around lIlorin were replaced
at the beginning of the colonial period by district heads,
who were ordered to reside in thelir districts, though often
the new dlistrict head came from the family of the former fief-
holder. The families of the emir and the baloguns, plus the
descendants of the two non-ruling sons of Alimi, virtually
monopolized the district head posts. In the early twentieth
century there was a further outflow of population to the areas

l., See Hermon-Hodge, Genealogles, pp.82, 853 Hogben and
Kirk-Greene, pp.303, 306, For a Jjustification of the
choice of members of the Abdusalami house: see RH Mss,
Afr, 8.,1210, Political Situation, M. Sulu's History,

PP.8-9.

2. Hogben and Kirk-Greene, p.303; NAK llorprof 5 D 3640,
General Notes, Addendum, 1939, quoting from Palmer,

1915,

3« NAK Ilorprof 5 D 3640, General Notes, Addendum, 1939,
Para5¢6-7c




around lIlorin, or metropolitan districts. The people of these
districts (roughly coterminous with what until recentlyl were
the Asa, Moro and the rural parts of Ilorin Local Government
Areas of present-day Kwara State) remained much more tﬁorou—
ghly and for much longer under the control of llorin Town
than 4id the other districts, populated by Igbomina, Igbolo
and Ekiti groups, which were also officially included in
Tlorin Emirate under Eritish rule.2

l. A new local government reorganisation has recently taken
place, resulting in the subdivision of the Local Govern-
ment Areas listed here.

2e On the district heads, and on prolonged control from
IJlorin, see Chapter 5.
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CHAPTER 1: LONG-DISTANCE TRADE AND IIORIN

_ An examination of long-distance trade is crucial to
the story of the prosperity and decline of the llorin
economy. The present study of Ilorin trade owes much to
the ploneering work of R.J. Gavin, particularly in terms
of the advantages which nineteenth century Ilorin enjoyed
or created with respect to its entrepot role; the methods
by which Ilorin acquired its profits from this role; the

extent to which the Ilorin entrepot was beginning to decline
even before the beginﬁins of the colonial period; and the

story of its further decline in the twentieth century.
Attention is paid in this chapter to further developing
Professor Gavin's work in these areas. Other areas examined
include the routes by which this trade flowed to and from
Ilorin in the nineteenth century, the commodities of trade,

including slaves, the profits made by various members of
the Ilorin elite, and the continuities between Ilorin and
0ld Oyo.

Nineteenth century Ilorin reveals itself in many ways
to be a successor state of 0ld Oyo, and this is evident in
terms of long-distance trade. The precise extent to which
Ilorin owed its massive early nineteenth century enlargement,



1l

and its takeover by the Fulanl and their allies, to conside-

rations of trade, is unlikely ever to be known. A number of

points, however, attest to an awareness of such considerations
among the founding fathers of the town. First, lIlorin, inha-
biting the same ecological zone as 0ld Oyo, and similarly

close to Niger crossing places, enjoyed, as Gavin has polnted

1

out, the same natural advantages,” which may well have been a

factor in its choice, both by its earliest and later settlers.
Second, lIlorin was situated some forty miles south-east of
0ld Oyo; and 1ts enlargement occurred when trade from that
city along eastern routes to the south had been gaining in
importance., Robin Law points out that 0l4d Oyo trade with '
Ijebu was of some 1mportancg, but that the market for this
trade, Apomu in the kingdom of Ife, was apparently only foun-
ded in the latter half of the eighteenth century, while Oyo

trade initlally passed to the coast by a more westerly route
through Allada.‘?’ It was the Ijebu whom Afonja is said to have
supplied when he took over from Oyo the activity of producing

and exporting slaves to the sou'l=]:1,3 thus testifying to the

im;iortance of the eastern route.

l. R.J., Gavin, " Impact of Colonial Rule on the Ilorin
Economy 18‘57-1930", Centrepoint 1 (Oct. 1977), 17, 18.

2. Robin Law, The 014 Oyo Empire ¢.1600-c.1836 (Oxford:
OOUOP.’ 1é7 s PPe y

o P Ibido’ P¢281.
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Both the production and export of slaves to the south,
plus the re-—-export of the same commodity from further north,
had been important activities in 0ld 07'0,1 which continued
and flourished in nineteenth century Ilorin. The entrepot
function of 014 Oyo, with its natural advantages, plus a
government well aware of the importance of trade, straddling
the trade routes and controlling the exchange of goods like
natron and slaves from the north for European goods and

2

cowries from the south,” was parallelled in the new trading

centre of Ilorin. It should not be suggested, however,
that the parallel was exact. The Oyo kingdom, for example,
which was bigger by far than llorin, must have controlled

the trade routes for a much longer distance than its succe-

gssor. And llorin, although its successor, was not entirely

Yoruba, but a town of mixed population, 1ts Hausa inhabitants
being closely linked into the Hausa trading system which
spread over a considerable area. in the nineteenth century,

and its Fulani royal family, unlike its Yoruba predecessors,

spurning any personal involvement in 'l.'.rac‘le«.3

l. Ibid.’ PP0226-27.
2, Ibid., pp.2l4, 228.

3, Interview with His Highness Alhaji Sulu Gambari, Emir

of %gr%' 8/12/82. Omn 0ld Oyo, see Law, Oyo Empire,
PP =)
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The importance of llorin as a centre of trade is empha-
sized in the frequent comments of impressed European visitors,
from the 18508 to the early years of the twentieth century.
The town was described as "one of the greatest entrepots of
Central Africa, and the commercial emporium of all southern
Sudan and of this part of the western coast“;l it was said
to be the biggest market town in the interior, "famous
among the negroes",2 and "far and away the most important
trade centre in Northern Nigerian territory on the lLagos
gide of the Niger"...3 Its importance 1s also revealed by
the size and frequency of the caravans passing towards it
from both north and south., At Raba, where traders crossed
the Niger on their way to and from llorin, caravans of about
3000 people and upwards of 1000 head of livestock were
being taken across towards llorin in early 1858.4 At the same

l, William H, Clarke, Travels and Explorations in Yorubaland
18&18%8, ed. J.A. Atands hadan padan University
ess, 1972), p.185. _

2. Gerhard Rohlfs, "Reise durch Nord-Afrika vom Mitteland-~
ischen Meére bis zum Busen von Guinea, 1865 bis 1867.2.
Hilfte: von Kuka nach lagos (Bornu, Bauchi, Saria,

Nupe, Yoruba)", Petermann's Geographische Mitterlungen
no.34 (1872), é}, J4, For translations of this work,

am indebted to Dr. Dirk Kohnert, University of Bielefeld,
and Mrs. Marion Johnson, C.W.A.S., University of

2. NAK SNP 7/8 146/1907, Trade and Prospects of Ilorin
Province, C.A. Birtwistle, para.Z2.

4, Samuel Crowther and John Christopher Taylor, The Gospel
on the Banks of the Niger: Journals and Notice's"o—f_EEe
Native Missionaries Accompanying the Niger Expedition of
1857-1859 (London: Church Missionary House, 1859;
reprint ed., London: Dawsons, 1968, pp.l48-49.
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crossing point, a few months earlier, five caravans were
recorded as passing within the space of a few days.l Further
south, caravans of between 1000 and 3000 people were leaving
Ogbomosho for Ilorin in 1855; their size was explained as
due to the need for security against marauders,2 but their
size and frequency taken together reveal the importance of
trade with llorin, even in a period of considerable danger on
the road. The extent of trade with Ilorin was not only
noted, as in the examples above, in the middle of the century,
but also in 1886, when caravans from the town were said to

be arriving almost daily in Lagos,3 and in the years imme-

diately after the colonial takeover in 1900.4

A number of trade routes, from various directions,
converged on this major trading centre. From the south, the
following can be traced. From Lagos, routes ran to Abeockuta,
thence to Ibadan or Ijaye (until its d.esuﬂ:ion)5 and on to
the north. Alternatively, lIlorin could be reached from

Abeokuta by way of Eruwa, Iseyin, (new) Oyo and Ogbomosho.
At Iseyin, a more northwesterly route branched off, leading

11 Ibido’ ppo94-98o

2. Clarke, Travels, pp.>5, 34; Bowen Papers, Ogbomosho
Baptist Seminary Roberson Collection, vol.l, P.326,
4/2/56. See also p.l1l6 below.

3. FPRO CO 147/11, Glover to Cardwell, 7/2/86, para.5.

4, NAX SNP 7/8 146/1907, Ilorin Trade, para.2.

5. Ijaye was deserted in 1862 (Robert Smith, Kingdoms of
the Yoruba, 2nd ed. (London: Methuen and To,, 1976),

PP OC=
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through Shakli, Igboho and Igbeti. From Ibadan (reached from
Abeokuta, Ikorodu or Ijebu Ode) a route through Ijaye or
Fiditi, Oyo and Ogbomosho also led to llorin, as 4id more
easterly routes through Iwo, either from there through
Ogbomosho, or through Ede, Oshogbo, Ikirun, Inisha, Offa and
Ojoku. Further east again, a route led from the coast via
Ondo, Oke Mesi and either Otun or Ila and Offa to Illorin.

The easterly routes to the coast were Jjoined at Otun by the

route from Benin through Use® and Akure.Z

l. Also called Uhen, Oha or Usen.

2. CMS CA 2/0 49/03, David Hinderer, Journal, 7/6/51 and
25/7/51; Bowen Papers Ogbomosho, vol.l, p.l45, Bowen
- %o Taylor, 21/11/51; Samuel Crowther, Journal of an
xpedition up the Niger and Tshadda Rivers, 2nd ed.,
with new intro., by J.F.Ade Ajay ondon: Frank Cass
& Co., 1970), p.231; T.J. Bowen, Central Africa:
Adventures and Missionary Labours in Several Countries
a the Interior of Africa from 184¢ 35¢ narleston:
Southern Baptist plication Soclety, 1& s Pe205;
Clarke, Travels, pp.l4é3-44, 157-61l; Alfred lMoloney,
"Notes on foruba and the Colony and Protectorate of
Lagos, West Africa", Proceedings of the Royal Geogra-
ghical Society 12, New Series 390), >9Y9; Samue _
rowther, ger Mission: Bishop Crowther's Report of

the Overiand

ourney from lokoja to Bida, on the River
Ni1ger, and thence to lLagos, on the Sea (oast from
November 1Oth 18/1l, to February 8th 1& ondon: Church

Missionary House, 1872), pp.20, 21-24, 26-313; J.Milum,
"Notes of a Journey from Lagos to Bida, etc.z1879-80)",
Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Sociely 5, New
eries (138l1), %0-%/; A.F. Mockler-Ferryman, Up the
Niger (London: George Fhilip & Son, 1892), p. :
.S Farrow, "A Visit to Ilorin", W
Notes 1 (1894), 28; NAI CSO 1/1 12, Lagos no.522, Moloney
. %0 Knutsford 24/10/88 and Lagos no.>06, Moloney to
Knutsford 10/10/88; PRO CO 147/66, no.322, Moloney to
Knutsford 24/10/88, para.9; FRO CO 879/33, part 1, no. .
31, encl,l9, Millson to Ag. Col. Sec. 25/5/90; R.E.

Bradbury, Fieldnotes from Benin 1951-61, Birmingham
University Library, B.S.1?7, 58, 561l.
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Any attempt to assess the comparative importance of
these various nineteenth century routes to llorin runs up
against the problem of the frequently changing conditions
of relative safety and danger along them. In some cases,
routes could be completely closed, The routes from Ibadan
and Abeokuta through Oyo and Ogbomosho might be considered
the most important because they were the most direct: DdDut
these were often endangered and even closed. The dangers on
the route'betwéen Ogbomosho and llorin in 1865 have already
been noted,l although trade was still continuing on a largse
scale, indicating the importance of this particular stretch,
on which caravans from Abeokuta and Ibadan converged. Condi-
tions on the routesvmight change over very short periods.
The Baptist missionary, Clarke, noted in the same year 1855
that

a few weeks ago such was the condition of the
ccuntry between ljaye and OgbomQge that we came
in company of a large caravan for better secu-~
rity and protection; now we return almost single
handed, regardless of danger or confirmed as to 5
its absence. | |

Again, in 1858, the road from lIlorin through Ogbomosho to

Tbadan was reported to be "much frequented"; yet a year or

l. See p.l4 above.,
2. Clarke, Travels, p.35.
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two later it was deserted, owing to the wars.l

During such periods of danger or closure of the directy
routes, much longer ones might gain in importance, as alter-
natives. In 1856, for example, Abeockuta's more direct route
to Ilorin being closed as a result of its war with Ibadan,
many traders took the longer northern route through Shaki and
Igboho,2 even though it took an estimated thirteen days from
Abeokuta to llorin instead of eight or nine through lseyin
and (new) Oyoi..3 This more westerly route, however, had its
own dangers, and 1t seems unlikely therefore that it was ever
very much frequented, except in times of absolute necessity.
The missionary Clarke, passing between Igboho, Igbeti and
Ilorin in 1855,*learned of an entire caravan recently captured,
and of raiders both Yoruba and Bariba (from Borgu).® As
late as 1900, the reputation of Igbeti was that of "the
home of robbers and idlers, who .... find it a safe harbour

l, Daniel J. May, "Journey in the Yoruba and Nupe Countries
in 1858", Journal of the Royal Geographical Society 30
(1860), 213; Robert Campbell, A Pilgrimage to My lMother-
land. An Account of a Journey among the Egbas anc

forubas of Central Africa 1859-60 (lLondon: )

O ason, | K60 ’ PP ol

2. "Exploratory Tours in Yoruba", Church lMissiona
Intelligencer 7 (Jan. 1856), 18, 21, 22.

3. Bowen Papers Ogbomosho, vol.l, p.l4>5, Bowen to Taylor,
21/11/51.

4, Clarke, Travels, pp.66, 77. He writes of the capture
"of" Baribas, but it seems from the context that this
should read "by".
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from which to plunder travellers and neighbouring towns“.l
Another yet longer route came into prominence later,
with the virtually complete closure of the more direct roads
in the later 1870s. This was the route from lagos through
Ondo, Ijesha and Ekxiti country, by which the Jjourney to
Ilorin was said to take twenty-nine days, as agalnst fifteen

by the route from Lagos through Abeokuta, lbadan and Ogbo-

2

mosho., This Ondo route is said to have fallen out of use in

the mid nineteenth century, due to political disturbances 1n
Ondo and Ife. By 1880, however, it was reported to have become
very profitable, owing to the closure of the other J;n:m’ces'...3

In 1888 it was described as "free and safe";4 but it could
also preseﬁt hazards to traders., By 1890, for example, it was

"infested with Ilorin marauders" north of Oke Mesli, It passed
through difficult country, no attempt was made to keep 1t

l. David W. Carnegie, Letters from Nigeria of the Honourable
David Wynford Carnegie, F.R.G.S., 1899-1900 (Brechin:
31ack & Johnston, nters and Publishers, 1902. Privately

printed, not published), pp.74-75.

2. PRO CO 879/33, part 1, no.31, encl.19, Millson to Ag.
Col. Sec. 25/5/90; Milum, pp.36-37.

2. G.0., Gbadamosi, "The Growth of Islam among the Ioruba,
1841-1908" (Ph.D. thesis, University of Ibadan, 1968),
P.137; S.A. Akintoye, "The Ondo Road, Eastwards of

Lagos, 1870-95", Journal of African History 10 (1969),
581-85, 585, 588.

4, PRO Cg 147/66, no.322, Moloney to Knutsford 24/10/88,
para. Py
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in good repair, and travellers were liable to "excessive
exactions and even loss of liberty". Even at the same time
as these disadvantages were reported, however, it was still

of importance, at least as a major supply route for arms andé

amnmunition to Ilorin.l

War between Ibadan and Abeokuta, with Ilorin and Ekiti

subsequently joining in against the former, broke out in
1877, and soon led to the virtual closure of the more direct

routes between Ilorin and the coast, as mentioned above. Hos-
tilities continued for many years, but although trade may

have been almost at a standstill by the direct routes until
about 1881,2 it later revived, though it was still often and
seriously disturbed. In 1886, for example, the routes through

ITbadan, lkorodu and Ijebu were open, and caravans from Ilorin
arriving almost daily in Lagos. The Egba people, however, at
the same time, were "sullenly holding aloof from commercial

pursuits".” In 1888, it is said, the Ogbomosho route was

l. PRO CO 879/33, part 1, no.31l, encl.l9, Millson to Ag.
Col. Sec. 25/5/90. Millson calls it "the main" supply
route for Ilorin, but other routes were also important.
See Joseph P, Smaldone, Warfare iln the Sokoto Caliphate

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 19/7), pp.l10
107 and notes.

2. Gbadam@gi, p.137; CMS CA 2/0 56, James Johnson, 27,
Johnson to Wright 9/5/79; 53, Johmson Yo Wright 30/1/78:
54, Jan. 1879; 55, Jan. 18803 Milum, pp.36-37,

3., PRO CO 147/11, Glover to Cardwell, 7/2/86.
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being extensively used, by traders from all parts of the
country on their way to lIlorin, and the northern route from
Abeokuta and Iseyin was also in use (though the continuing
dangers of travel are illustrated by the report that hundreds
of traders felt it necessary to seize the opportunity of
accompanying, in safety, the Oyo embassy to Ilorin in 1888).
In 1888-89, however, problems arose again on both these

routes, following the failure of the peace negotiations.
Ibadan blocked the Ogbomosho route (to activities on which
she had hitherto connived) and attacked Ilorin-bound caravans
on the road north of Abeokuta.l In 1890, negotiations succee-
~ded in securing the reopening of this latter road,2 and the
renewal 6f peacé initiatives in 1891 by the new Emir Moma of
llorin appears to have signalled a general reopening of
>

routes.

There is less to say about the routes from Ilorin to
the north. This is in part, of course, because the Euro-

pean observer/recorders were concentrated in the south,

1. Samuel Johnson, The Histo of the Yorubas, ed. O,
Johnson (Ilagos: C.M.S. EoofsEOps, 1921), pp.576-82:
CMS G3 A2 /0 1891, no.26, A.F., Foster, Journal, 26/6/89;
CMS G3 A2 /0 1889, no.l49, Harding to Lang 4/10/89,

2. PRO CO 879/33, part 1, no.35, encl.l3, Meeting Lagos
Govt. House, 11/8/90. |

3., Johnson, pp.609-10; Babatunde Aremu Agiri, "Kola in
Western Nigeria, 1850-1950, a History of the Cultivation
of Cola Nitida in Fgba-Owode, Ijgbu-Remo, Iwo and Ota
Areas" (Ph.D. thesis, University of Wisconsin, 1972),
P.70. But see p.28 below, note 2.
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but it may also have been that disturbances on these routes
were fewer, as the routes passed through the relatively
peaceful territory of the Caliphate. Desplte this relative
safety, however, there was sometimes disturbance to trade.
Kontagora raiders, for example, posed a threat to caravans

as far south as Biri-Biri, south of Jebba.® In the 1860s

the people of Share, on a more easterly route to lIlorin from
the Niger, had deserted their town from fear of attack by
Masaba of Nupe; their return in the early 1870s was welcomed,
as the town was regarded as a place of safety in a lonely area
which was potentially the haunt of mbbers.2 The routes
be'bween_ Ilorin and the north bank of the Niger were subjected
to blockade and counter-blockade, on the part of Masaba on

the one hand and lIlorin on the other.3

There were a number of Niger crossing places, en route
south to Ilorin., In the late 1850s, Raba was an important

point, described as the highway from Kano to llorin and the

4

principal route to the coast; +the number of caravans crossing

NAK Ilorprof 4/1 829A/1917, Ilorin Emirate Reorgani-
sation of Districts, lLanwa.

2. Crowther Re Eort . 1871-72 9 Peo 16,

3 Ibid., p.1l2; Michael D. Mason, "The Nupe Kingdom in the
Nineteenth Century: a Political History" (Ph.D. thesis,
University of Birmingham, 1970), pp.486-87,

4, Crowther and Taylor, pp.9%, 95, 97; FRO FO 84/1061,
Baikie to Malmesbury, 17/9/58.
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1

there at the time has already been described. Later,

however, Masaba closed the Raba ferry, i1n an effort to

redirect trade to a route nearer to Bida, over which he would

2

have greater control. It seems that his efforts succeeded,

since in the 1890s the main route out of Ilorin was the "Bida

Road",3 and in the early years of the twentieth century it

was sald that the bulk of the trade passing into Ilorin from

the north came through Bida, the main trade route passing

from there through Muregl, Pategl and lafiagi to Ilorin.q'

From Lafiagi a road led along the river to Shonga,’ which

6

was brought under Bida control,” then south to Share. From

both Shonga and Share, roads branched off to the crossing
at Ra‘ba.'? From Share, the route led south via Igporin and

1. See pp.l3-14 above.

2, Mason, p.486; Crowther Report 1871-72, p.l6.

3. G.B. Haddon-Smith, Interior Mission to Yorubaland 1893:.
Extracts from the Diary of G.B. Haddon-Smith, Political
Officer, Foreign and Commonwealth Office lLibrary, lLondon,
Notes on Ilorin.

4, NAK SNP 7/8 146/1907, Ilorin Trade, para.6; NAK llorprof
5/6282, Re~Assessment Report on Sharagl District, 1918,
paras.26, 49; NAK , Assessment Report Patigi
District, 1912, para.29.

5« Crowther Report 1871-72, pp.15-l6.
6. Mason, DD 306-3070

7. Milum, p.3l; A.F. Mockler-Ferryman, British Nigeria
(London: Cassell & Co., 1902), p.1l86; Clarke,

Travels s Peo 170 ®
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Oke Oyl to Ilorin.l
The town of Jebba, on the Niger, seems to have been
of little importance until the last few years of the nine-
teenth century, although a route from the north crossed the
river at Buka, not far away.2 Jebba itself, however, seems
not to have galned importance untll a Niger Company station
was opened there, and the llorin salt trade was transferred
there from the Shonga station, which was closed in 1889.3
The rdute from the north which crossed the river at
Buka was said to lead from Sokoto through Jega to Kontagora,

and from there to the Niger and Ilorin. A further route led

from Kontagora, via Ogudu on the Nyger to _Ilorin.q' At the

turn of the century, however, 1t would appear, as already
suggested,? that the bulk of llorin's trade passed along
the more easterly route through Bida to the Niger.

1. See eg. Crowther Report 1871-72, pp.l6-17.

2, S.F. Nadel, A Black Byzantium (London: O,U.P, for I.A.I.,
1942), p.319.

3. NAK Ilorprof 17/1 NAC/30/¢.l, Report on lLocal Govern-
ment Reform in the Metropolitan Districts of llorin
Emirate (excluding Bala and Afon), para.25; NAK Ilorprof
5 6280, Lanwa District Land Boarding, Budgen 11/2/19;

Mockler-Ferryman, Up the Niger, pp.l23, 217; PRO FO 83/
1239, Carter to Ripon 2373753, para.k.

4, Nadel, p.319; RH Mss. Br. Emp., Lugard Papers s,64,
Kontagora Province Report, pp.1l18-19.

5. See p.22 above.
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Ilorin's rise to prominence as an entrepot was greatly
assisted, as Gavin has pointed out,l b;y its position imme-
diately to the south of the Niger crossing places detalled
above, A further natural advantage, also suggested by
Gavin, was the ecological position of the town. With respect
to the traders and beasts of burden coming from the north, ‘
"the ecology of the region required that a good part of this
mass of men and animals should make a halt somewhere in
Ilorin's region. Further movement southeastward toward
the tsetse infested forest raised death rates among donkeys

to unacceptable levels .... Where the natron, which was
one of the most lmportant commodities going south, had to
be transferred from its leather topped baskets into head-
loads for onward movement commercial transactions would
normally arise,_ and likewise with other soods".2 Fear of
tsetse infection was not, however, always sufficient to
prevent the passage of pack animals to the south of llorin,
as these animals were reported as passing through Shagamu
to lLagos in the 18908, accompanying Hausa ‘l:ra.d.ers..3 While
no evidence has been found to suggest any lessening of
tsetse infestation at this time, a number of other factors
may be suggested in explanation of this report. This was a

period when Hausa traders were venturing in some numbers

l, Gavin, "Impact®, p.l7.
2. Jbid., p.18.-
3. ASiri, P¢70¢
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1 and being more skilled in the treatment

to the south;
and usage of pack animals than southern traders would
have been, they were more likely to take thelr animals

along. In addition, the report dates from a tiﬁe of rela-

2

tive safety on the roads,  and consequently shorter Journey

time.3 If the animals were to be exposed to infection for
a relatively short period only, then the risks involved in
their use may well have lessened sufficiently to be out-

weighed by their advantages ("asses" being reported to be
able to carry the loads of six men),4 especially when the

profits to be gained in the developing kola trade’ are
borme in mind.

Ilorin was geographically situated between north and
south, and it was actively concerned, as Gavin has shown,
with enc'ouragiﬁs and emphasizing its mediatory role between
the mm,,.6 It provided a wealth of interpretary and media-
tory skills, whereby, for example, Hausa-speaking traders
could find in its Gambari quarter "the lodging house keepers,

the brokers, the dealers and the mallams who could see

l. See pp. 71-72 below.,
2. Agiri, pp.69-70.

2« See eg. Clarke, Travels, pp.25%, %5, on delays attendant
on dangerous conditions.

4, Haddon-Smith, Notes on 1llorin.

5. On the kola trade, see p.71 below.
6. Gavin, “Im;:gct", p.18.
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to their wants, direct them to buyers, provide finance

as required, help find return cargoes and advise generally

1l
about the local environment'. Its government was concerned

to underline the mediatory role of the town, by emphasizing
especially Hausa, the main language of trade,2 by appointing
officials to deal with European v:l.s:’:.i:c::»rs,3 who were regarded

lo Ibido 9 pp.19-20.

2. Ibid., PP.18-19, and notes 22 and 23, citing Bowen,
Central Africa, p.193; Clarke, Travels, p.82. Gavin
notes both Hausa and Kanuri, spoken during Clarke's
visit, as "the languages of business”.

The situation with respect to languages used during
audiences with the emirs is somewhat complex. When
Bowen visited the emir in 1855, the ruler greeted him
in Yoruba, then proceeded to interrogate him in Hausa,
which the interpreters translated. Clarke, later in the
18508, reported that the court language was Fulfulde,
but that not infrequently the emir, who could speak
four or five languages, used Kanuri or Hausa, which were
immediately translated into Yoruba by his interpreter.
A.C. Mann, in 1855, reported that the emir would not
speak Yoruba, although able to do so, and that the
interpreter would translate what was sald by non-—-Hausa
speaking visitors into Hausa for him (CMS CA 2/0 66,
A.C. Mann, Journal, 3/8/55). Campbell, who visited
Yorubaland in 1859-60, reported that although the emir
could understand Yoruba well, the customs of the court
required that everything should be communicated to him
by the interpreter in Fulfulde (Campbell, p.lO4).

In 1889, the emir's salutations to Commissioner - -

- ~Macdonald's party were made in Hausa, Yoruba and Ful-
fulde, and Macdonald had his commission read aloud in
Yoruba (Mockler-Ferryman, Up the Niger, p.1l89). Despite

" the complexity, it can be seen tha all examples
given except one, the use of the Hausa language was
maintalned.

3. Gavin, "Impact", p.20, citing Clarke, Iravels, p.8l.
On officials who were charged with dealIng with Europeans,
see also eg. CMS CA 2/0 66, Mann, Journal, 1-4/8/55;
Campbell, Pp.101-102; Crowther Report 1981-72, p.l1l7;

Mockler~Ferryman, Up the er, pp..185-86; Farrow,
"Tigit to Ilorin", p.c9.
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as important potential traders,l

2

and by seeing to these
visitors' entertainment.
Ilorin's government was also concerned with protecting
the entrepot trade (together with the flow of essential
supplies for Ilorin itself) by ensuring the availability
and safety of routes leading to the town. To the south,
for example, Gavin suggests, "llorin had to manoeuvre in
Yoruba politics to ensure that whenever its own road due
gouth to Ibadan was closed, a suitable alternative through
Abeokuta or Ekiti would remain 0pen".3 But in some cases
the government's actions, though ultimately intended to
protect the trade, led to quite the opposite results, at
least in the short run. Ilorin's attempt, for example, to
counter Masaba's closure of the Raba ferry took the form
of a threatened blockade and was answered by a threat to
close the Niger crossings a.li:c:»gethe::n.4 Ilorin entered
the war against Ibadan in 1878, it is said, because its
traders were unable to come through Ibadan with their
produce or goods in the preceding year, and therefore

Ibadan was considered "a great disturber to the trade of

l. See Mockler-Ferryman, Up the Niger, p.192.

2. On the (sometimes lavish) entertainment of these
visitors, see pp.38-39 below.

3« Gavin, "Impact", p.22.
4, Mason, pp.486-87; Crowther Report 1871-72, p.l2.
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the country on account of its mischievous restlessness";l
but the immediate effect of Ilorin's action was to render
- the trade routes more dangerous still. And 1ts activities
against Ibadan took the form, for example, of a blockade
of the foodstuffs trade from Illlorin to the south,a,which
must have resulted in considerable losses to the town.
Furthermore, Ilorin raiders were active in Ekiti country
in 1890, desplite the fact that this was a time when the
eastern route to the coast through Ekiti was of importance

due to the dangers on other routes, and when it was one of

5

Ilorin's major supply lines for arms.” Attacks on Ekiti

areas by Ilorin armies had in fact been going on for many

vears.’ In the 18508, for example, the town of Otun had

been partly destroyed, and its inhabitants scattered, by

an army from llorin, even though it was one of the main

l. British Parliamentary Papers, Colonies Africa 63
(Shannon: Jrish Unfversf’ﬁy Press, 1971), pp.383-84,

Moloney to Rowe, 12/5/81.

2. Information from Emmanuel Alao, of Oluo Isale ruling
house, Oke Oyi, 16/1/81., The date to which his infor-
mation refers 1s somewhat uncertain; he mentions the
"Jalumi War", an episode of 1878, but says that the
blockade took place after the settlement of the war by
Britain, as revenge (i.e. in the 1890s).

3. See Dp.19 above, and note 1.

4%, NAI CSO 26 51597, Assessment Report Ekitl Division,
Ondo Province, 1929,
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suppliers of palm oil to that ci'l:y.l 1t would appear,

from these Ekiti examples, that in the eyes of some members
of the Ilorin warrior elite, the profits to be gained from
slave capture tended to outweligh considerations of trade.,
Certainly this would apply to those warriors with only
limited access to profits from the entrepot trade; dbut it

may also have applied to successive Baloguns Gambari, in

2

whose quarter the entrepot trade was centred,™ but who

were also among the most assiduous acquirers of slaves.

Whatever was the case elsewhere, the Ilorin authorities
were certainly making efforts to ensure the safety of the
westerly route south from the Niger,q' at least in the later
years of the nineteenth century. When the Niger Company
moved from Shonga to set up a station at Jebba, a hunter

was engaged with his followers to protect the route from

l. On the palm oil trade between Ekiti and llorin, see
Gavin, "Impact", p.40, note 6., D.J. May, who passed
through in 1858, says that about five years before,

Otun had been attacked and partly destroyed by an

llorin army and many of its inhabitants had fled, but

it had not been subjected to Ilorin and was still paying
tribute to Ibadan in 1858 (May, p.223).

2. See pp.43, 45-46 below.

5« On the numbers of slaves owned by successive Baloguns
Gamgari, see Chapter 5, p.234; and Haddon-Smith, Notes
on llorin,

4, Which was subject to attack by Kontagora raiders. See
p.21 above. .
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Jebba to Bode Sadu, on the way to Ilorin.l In making

these arrangements, llorin was attempting to protect its

2

salt supplies,™ and also, in all probability, taking

advantage of the Niger Company's move to try to lure the
trade away from the more easterly route, and thus away from

Bida's cc:mtrt:)lo3 Tolls were collected at Bode Sadu,l'"

probably to serve as payment for those who were providing
the protection service. No suggestion has been found,
however, that Ilorin collected any tolls on the eastern

route from the river. They were already collected by a Bida
5 6

representative at Shonga, and for llorin

also to collect, along the relatively short stretch of the

and by Share,

route which lay within its control, might have placed an
excessive burden on the traders.

Tolls were also collected on the route from Ogbomosho

to llorin at Obaniauwa,7 and at the gates of Ilorin itself.

l, NAK Ilorprof 5 6280, lanwa District Land Boarding,
Budgen 11/2/19,

2e See DP.25 above.

3« On this easterly route, see pp.22, 25 above.

NAK Ilorprof 4/1 829A/1917, Emirate Reorganisation,lLanwa,
5. Mason, p.307.

6. Rohlfs, p.92.

7. Johnson (p.576) calls it 'the last toll gate to Ilorin",
and Haddon-Smith "the gate of Ilorin"™ (21/2/93).
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Of these gates there were more than a dozen,l some of
importance, others only minor entrances leading from the
farms outslide the town. Of all of them, the most important
were the Hausa Gate, through which the route from the north
(the western and eastern branches having come together out-
side the town)® led into the commercial Gambari quarter;
and the Agbeshoro or Oyo Gate, through which a major route

led away to the south...3

There is some disagreement as to who controlled the
gates and received the tolls, but it seems likely that the

gates were in the hands of the various major chiefs. For

one thing, 1t is reported that the post of keeper at each
gate was "within the patronage of some great man".4 For
another, it is claimed by the present Sarkin Grobir5 that
the Ero or Sobl Gate was controlled by his ancestors, to
whom the tolls were paid.6 The present emir, however,

claims that an emir's representative was stationed at each

l. H. Hermon-Hodge, Gazetteer of Ilorin Province (London:
Allen and Unwin, 1929), p.270; lMockler-Ferryman
British Nigeria, p.190; Haddon-Smith, Notes on ]'Zlorin.

2. PRO CO 147/124, Plan of Ilorin by C.F.S. Vandeleur,

3« For these gates, see map 2, p.367; 4lso Hermon-Hodge,
P.275, on the Agbeshoro Gate.

4., Hermon-Hodge, p.275.

5. On the Sarkin Gobir, see Political and Administrative
O.lltline’ p.60

6. Interview with the Sarkin Gobir, Ilorin, 23/4/83,

conducted by A.l. Alesinloye and H.J, O'Hear. On this
interview, see Bibliography, p.344.



gate, or at least at each of the most important, to collect
the dues, which he submitted daily to the Sarkin Dogari in

the emir's household, 1

who submitted them in turn to the
em:l.:n..2 But even if emirs' representat;ives were indeed
stationed at the most important gates, it is still likely
that the tolls passed first through the hands of representa-
tives of the chiefs, before being handed on to those of the
emir, This 1s especially likely to have been the case in
the later years of the nineteenth century, given the weak-
ness of the emir with respect to his baloguns at that
1:.’Lme.3

Some question also exists as to the extent to which
tolls actually contribﬁted to the income of the Illorin
elite as a whole. Gavin has suggested that they were of
no great economic importance: that the amounts collected
could have little more than satisfied the wants of the
gatemen, their supefiors and staff, and that informal pay-

ments for access to the market were of much greater
value.q' In 1893 it was recorded that tolls varied from

20 to 100 cowries on each “package" of "foreign soods“.5

l, On the Sarkin Dogari, see Political and Administrative
Outline, pt60

2. Interview with Emir of Ilorin, 8/12/82.

3, On the emir's wealkmess via & vis his baloguns, see
Political and Administrative Outline, p.7.

4, Gavin, "Impact', pp.22-23.
S Haddon-Smith, Notes on Ilorin.,
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At the turn of the century they were said to have been 24

a load,l which, as Gavin has pointed out, was as little
as one sixth of one per cent of the value of a natron 1c>au1...2

It may be that these tolls were much lower than
those paid elsewhere. In the early years of the nineteenth
century, for example, tolls of 250 cowries were recorded

for every loaded animal at Wazo, in Kontagora area; and
300 o 500 at a town in Yau:c-:L.3 The contrast with Ilorin
is underlined when 1t is realised that these figures were

recorded prior to the perliods of Inflation in which cowrie

values were so much e:m::clec.l..4 Nevertheless, the amounts

collected in Ilorin may not have been insignificant as a
source of income. In the early 18608, 2000 cowries or

one head’ at Abeokuta were worth 1/9, an amount which it

6

was sald could keep a man for a week, In Ilorin towards

l, RH Mss. Afr. s.958, P.M. Dwyer, Extracts from Reports
Ilorin 1902-1908, July 1902. |

2. Gavin, "Impact", p.22.

3. Clapperton, cited in Akin L. Mabogunje, Urbanization
in Nigeriaz(London: University of London Press,
. 9 Do

4, On cowrie inflation, see pp.52-54 bélow.

5 For the number of cowrles in a head, see lockler-
Ferryman, Up the Niger, p.306; General Staff, War
Office, Military Report on Northern Nigeria, vol.l
(General) (lLondon: H.M.S.0., 1908), p.l40.

6. Richard F. Burton, Abeokuta and the Camaroon Mountains.
An gagcploration (London: Tinsley Brothers, 1863), vol.l,
DeldYe , | ,,



the end of the century a head was still worth between /4

and 1/ 3,1 which was still an amount of some value in

2

comparison with costs of living and wage rates., A%b

these values, while 20 cowries per load would be of small
account, a hundred would not, especlially when the large
numbers 0f loads passing daily through the major gates

are borne in mind.

In addition, the value of tolls collected in Ilorin

was increased by various means, For example, two tolls

were levied on traders approaching from the north, one at
the Asa River Jjust outside the town, and one at the gate
:l.17s'eln'."..3 In addition, goods were taxed both on entering

m

and leaving the town. Extra payments were very probably

also exacted in addition to the basic toll; in 1902 the
British Resident reported that the emir was said to have
been entitled to a tax of 2/6 on each donkey=5 although

the amount seems inordinate, in comparison with the

2e Ibid., pP.306, gives details of llorin food prices in
1889 (eg. fowls 1/6 per dozen, eggs 14 per dozen,
yams 24 per dozen)., Sylvia Leith-Ross records that
in 1907 a carrier earned 64 a day, or 3d when returning
home without a load; and that a man could live on g

penny a day (Sylvia Leith-Ross, Stepping Stones, ed.
and with an intro. by Michael Crowder (london and
Boston: Peter Owen, 1983), p.47A

3« BRH Mss. Afr. 8.958, Dwyer, July 1902,
4, Interview with Sarkin Gobir, 23/4/83.
5. RH Mss. Afr. s8.958, Dwyer, July 1902.
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basic toll rate.
It is said by the present Sarkin Gobir that his

ancestor, controlling the Ero Gate, exacted only one cowrie
~ per person as toll; this however is likely to be merely a
conventional figure, representing a small amount, since the
Sarkin is also said to have exacted, 1f no money were

avallable, an equivalent in foodstufrs.l That it was

indeed only a small amount he collected, however, is sugge<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>